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LETTER, &c- 



*MY DEAR SIR;, 

X HASTEN to commmunicate 
such information relative to the Island of 
Dominica, as I possess, and you require. 
If the particulars herein stated are of a 
nature, as I think they are, to make an 
impression on your mind, the active exertion 
of yoiu* abilities and influence in its behalf 
may be predicted as a matter of course. 

The Island of Dominica in ordinary sea- 
sons is favourable to thegrowth of provisions, 
which are raised with little trouble. The 
negroes subsist on yams, eddoes, plantains^ 
bananas, cassava, and various other vege- 
tables and fruits, most of which attain to 
an enormous size; but from the moisture 
of the climate they are often watery. Foul* 
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try and pigs are also raised by the negroes, 
and allowances are made to them of salt 
and of salt provisions, and, occasionally, of 
flour, rice, Indian com, and such other 
articles as are calculated to promote health 
and strength; these, together with lumber^ 
which comprehends wood for building, mill- 
timber, staves, &c. were, till of late years, 
obtained from the United States of America, 
and arrived generally in assorted cargoes, 
at seasonable times, in sufficient quantities, 
and were taken at a fair exchange for rum, 
of which America was the chief market. 

For many* years no hurricane i^ever^ 
enough to destroy the provisions occurred, 
although they were sometimes damaged, 
The land is, in general, not rich enough 
for the growth of canes; indeed, few of its 
valleys are of sufficient capacity for a sugar 
plantation, the hill-sides being deprived of 
the natural soil by excessive rains. Its 
coffee estates are of imcertain produce. 
And its communications by sea and land 
are interrupted, difficult, and dangerous; 
so that the inhabitants at a distance from 
each other can have but little intercomse, 
or interchange of commodities. 



From these natural and local disadvan- 
tages, as well as others too tedious to men- 
tion, many estates, in spite of a profitahle 
commerce with America, and of propitious 
seasons, were abandoned, and their pro- 
prietors ruinedj many hardly paid their 
contingent expenses, and the interest of 
their debts ; and but a few compensated in 
any fair degree for the capital invested, the 
risks incurred, and the labours endured. 

But the time was approaching, when the 
island, by the failure of its domestic re- 
sources and of the usual channels of its 
foreign supply, was destined to sink yet 
much lower in the scale of misery and 
wretchedness ; Of the causes and quick pro- 
gress of which, I will, as briefly and plainly 
as I can, apprize you; that you may be 
able to form a right judgment upon the 
subject, and to decide in what ways and in 
what degrees the government at home, and 
the white inhabitants, have respectively 
contributed to its present deplorable con- 
dition. 

Towards the end of the year 1812 America 
declared war against Great Britain. Sup- 



plies from thence became of course more 
scanty every day^ and at length necessarily 
ceased. 

On the 23d of July, 1813, a hurricane 
took place (vide Literary Panorama, for 
Nov. 1813) which is thus represented in a 
letter from a gentleman now no more, but 
whose mild, humane, and consistent treat- 
ment of the negroes under his care, was 
proverbial: ^^ In a hurried scrawl I gave you 
a confused account of the heavy calamity 
brought on this ill-fated colony by a most 
violent hurricane on the 23d. Its disastrous 
consequences will be felt for many years. 
Never was there an appearance of greater 
misery/* " Your own particular losses were 
detailed in a letter. The shingles were strip- 
ped off the north-east end of the dwelling- 
house, and part of the east end of the boiling 
house roof fell in. The hospital, horse- 
stable, wood and timber-house, blown down, 
as well as several of the negro houses; 
others were unroofed and otherwise injured; 
the caries twisted and twirled about, and 
most of them laid flat; and an almost entire 
destruction of the provisipn-grounds; which 
last strikes me as the greatest evil of the 



whole^ and creatire of most expense^ besides 
anxiety from the uncertainty of procuring 
ihe necessary supplies. At present the 
island is destitute of flour, rice, biscuit, 
com meal, or in fact of any sort of eatables." 
^* We shall be at least obliged to feed the 
negroes three or four months, regardless of 
the expense or inconvenience, as they may 
be driven to use improper food, which might 
bring on disease and ot^er serious evils.*' 
A letter on the 26th says, " The negro 
houses must be first attended to, and a pro- 
vision shall be made for the further com- 
forts of the negroes." 

On the 25th of August a very severe gale 
of wind did farther damage to the provision- 
grounds, as appears by a letter from the 
same person, dated 13th September. 

November 15<A. — " We have got over our 
disaster much better than my fears fore- 
boded, though famine and disease have 
shewn themselves in some parts of the 
island, attended with many melancholy re«- 
suUs. The provident supply of flour helped 
our negroes very much, and I still see the 
necessity of affording them, farther aid. 
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though to no great extent, till it is ascer- 
tained what you intend shipping for them. 
As pork continues scarce here, my appre- 
hensions increase of heing under the. ne- 
cessity of making another demand on you 
in this way, to meet purchases of this article 
for Christmas allowance; for rather than 
subject our negroes to disappointment, I am 
determined, as stated in my last, to secure 
some in another island. Many thanks for 
your kind enquiries and good wishes. I 
reckon my own loss at. about 18,000 weight 
of coiFee, besides a prodigious quantity of 
provisions, which bears hard upon me in 
these distressing times. I however console 
myself with the hope of a better return to 
my future industry ; or, at any rate, I feel 
that I am but a poor mortal; and have 
no right to arraign the decrees of Provi- 
dence/^ 

Hecemher 31^.—^" We have had the misi- 
fcNTtune to lose six cattle; and four, or five 
others are in a bad; way. It is a kind of 
epidemic that set in with the month, and 
every estate has felt it more or less among 
the stock. The neighbouring estate has 
lost ten or eleven/ ^ 
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May 8th, 1814. — " The supplies per 
will leally be a treat to your 



people, who, by findii;ig you so much aliv^ 
to their comforts, will gQ through their la- 
bour more cheerfully/^ 

August 3d. — " The 23d July, which prov- 
ed so fatal to us la^t year, wa$ ushered in 
with all the horrors of another hurricane. 
The wind blew with great fury from north- 
east from betweep eight and nine a. m. to 
. about fow* p* ^* when it gradually abated. 
In some parts of the island it was more 
severe than in others? but throi:(gh this 
quarter, and on this estate in particidar, 
all the fuU-beariqg plantajii trees were 
blown dQwn, and^great havoc made amongst 
the ground provisions, which will occasicm 
further expense for the support of the ne- 
groes, whom I shall certainly help, as last 
year, by allowance of flOur, corn, or any 
other subid;itate. "B^t the difficulty at^^e- 
sent will be in proetning it; for. we have 
not as yet derived any advantage from the 
continental peace, all the neoeisanks for 
ourselves, as well as the estates^^ heing^as^ 
scarce and dear aift at any . perioA^ of thfcr 

war. We must wait for peace, witfax Aim&i 

B 
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ncabiefore we ctm look for abundance." 

•■("•.aw »V»»*. »,• *^1> 

And on the 21st September, he says, 
^^ Only ihmk of fourteen dollars per cwt. 
lor fish, thbty for flour, and other armies 
of necessity in the same propcnrtion/' 

The foregoing calamities were hotnt pa- 
tiently, I have reason tc^^ believe : the hand 
of Providence inflicted them : the mother 
^country could provide no immediate reme- 
dy. Hope, to end in the sequel in bitter 
disappointment, sustained the suflerers. — 
On the Sbth of April, 1815, my correspon- 
dent thus writes : '^* Not one American ves- 
sel has appeared here ; therefore we remain 
. as badly off as ever, and now not a single 
hogshead of salt fisli or pickled pork is for 
sale, nor lumber of any description, so that 
. i rejoice at your having made so good a 
provision in the -^— /^ 

May 20th. — " Hithferto we have reaped 
no benefit from the tennination of the Ame- 



rican war/' 



AuguH XSth^r^^^ The provision grounds 
are in a high state of vegetation ; from ap- 
pearancCi I do not expect the negroes wiH 
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* * 

have bccadon to call upon yot|. $bt itiislaily 
ance. 

Note. — No hurricane happoocd ib.th^t 
year- 

I8I65 Fdnruary \6ih. — '' No Amiqr^caii 
supplies/' my correspcmdent writ|^ j^e 
wwd. f| , 

Augwt ZOth. — r ^ * We haye no intercoui^Se 
whatever with the American States; so 
that the articles we stand in need of. con- 
tinue at the same prices as at any period of 
the war ; from our own colonies the su]^« 
plies are also very scanty^ and salt fish is 
at present selling at 90^. per cwt. One or 
two attempts hare been made towards estab- 
lishing a mercantile house in Canada^ but 
it soon fell to the ground^ and to this island 
there has not been a vessel from that pro* 
vince these two y^ars; and^I see QOt the 
possibility of procn](ing the articles ypu al- 
lude to. either in a direct or circuitous 



manner/' 



September 2\st — " I have now, my dear 

Sir/' my correspondent informs me, ** the 

melancholy and distressing task of record- 

B s 
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ing the fatnl and destructlTa eifecte o£ a U'e- 
mendous hurricane with which this devoted 
colony was visited on Monday last. It be- 
gan about half past one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and raged most furiously without di- 
niinutipn for four hoursi accompanied with 
rain which fell in torrents, jyad brought, 
down our rivers higher than they were ever 
known, so that the canes already laid flat 
by the wind were cpvered with heavy pieces 
of wood, stcmes^ and rubbish. On this 
estate we were peculiarly unfortunate, for, 
where thp river did not reach, we suffered 
equally as much from the beating in of the 
sea. The destruction of the provisions is 
beyond precedent ; not a plantain tree stand- 
ing. The yams absolutely blown out of the 
ground^ • the cassava laid flat, and the ve- 
getables left will scarcely give us a month's 
support. Jn stock, five cattle and one mule 
died during the gale, and two oxen since ; 
one or two others appear to have suffered 
severely. I have little expeetaiiion of saving 
them. As to buildings, the two magdss 
houses," (these had been just rebuilt, hav- 
ing that very year been burnt down by fire, 
as appears by his letter of May 14th,) 



V 



13 

^^ ix^asttriiig ninet J feet by thirty; a tem- 
porary thatched stiil-house, that held from 
forty to fifty liquor pipes ; also twelve ne- 
gro housas, are levelled with the gromid. 
The mill-house roof, though not down, 
burst open, and will reqtiire a new one ; 
tiles and shingles blown off the boiling and 
still houses; the ridge of the curing-house 
opened : the former requiring new beams, 
rafters, and shingles, as well as tiles. Other 
estates have suffered nearly in proportion, 

with the exceptioA of , whose 

loss beggars description ; the whole down, 
and forming a heap of ruins. Provision- 
grounds destroyed, and the canes so much 
whipped that the most favourable weather 
will scarcely yield as much sugar as will 
pay the expense of placing the buildings in 
their former state. I never witnessed such 
havoc and destruction in so small a com- 
pass^ arid how to convey the sad intelli- 
gence I am really at a loss, dreading its 
operation would be like a pistol to the head* 
A drogher going down to Roseau with forty 
puncheons of your rum, and a similar quan- 
tity belonging to , was cast away; 

one half of the rum has been saved. We 
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dp«l)lf , t^ ^usutttityiif prpvisioofs, jft^d fot 
a , nH?^r§ protracted peii<^ tha^ i» 1^13, 
otherwi^ ytt shall only experience mortfU<' 
ty among them. The Governor has opened 
our ports for three months." 



■">'■' T 



.^^^emher ^8th. — " To repair the build- 
ings^ wfll require upbch labpur anft expense." 

Xm!J J January 9th. — ''Our porti' are 
again shut. At present, from the important 
tioh, the market is well stocked with salted 
provisions, and therefore reasonable in 
price. A few weeks will however produce 
a 4iflference j so^ t^at your supply of ^ beef 
per,-r— .— -^ is a proyi/lgntial one. I wish 
yiSft h94 thpijgjbt of a fe^^gijiQcUeon^^ 
IP^QiVFat rice, &C., are^stpy €^ exorbitan|;ly; 
PW 4»4,so^ne bjr -7-^. J^^ t^ «x- 
t^*ftidtppur,|i^|aeJ^^ .the cpop^^^ns, 




ai]^,}l^ill xn^e a tour.pf ^t|?e island." 






March tth.—^^^ AlasT my first accounts 
OT the damage done to the early caiies'now 
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proves top true; and we have been com- 
pletely deceived te tlie elfects ^i^' foftflly 
hofped to derive from the subse^eti^ favour- 
able vireatKer. We ougfat^ finom tbdse 'al- 
readyxiiti to have made from forty-five to 
fifty hogsheads ; but really I do not think 
they will exceed thirty. We are at present 
destitute of provisU>ns^ our internal resour* 
ces having failed; nor do the * vegetables 
growing shpw their usual luxuriance, or 
promise the abundance they formerly gave 
us. We shall therefore be under th^ neces- 
sity of assisting our negroes for some 
months longer ; and I trust you have order- 
ed out a supply/' 

April 6th. — **"We have cut as many 
canes as in ordinary times wouM have given 
us ninety hogst^i^dis, but havfe got only 
. lifty-one, and iJrose not full. Thfe ground 
provisions have alsoTm-ned out equally un- 
productive, and me ^mgnes ate buffering 
mu(^from it 3; Many ^6 wou^Ifl !fe^ been 
ashaih^dto make'appHc^ation,' d.re mow ab- 
solutely cailiiig^Sut tdr heiJp, i<^lc?R' we must 
attend to. Froin 4he scarcity of flour at 
market^ we pay the fl^ost exorbjitant ppce ; 
a circumstance the more, strans^e. as our 
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ports have been opened the last fort^igh^ 
for the importation of these njec;^sarie^x^ 
life, but not a single vfissel has 4dJken.lhe 
ben^ of it ; so that any supply^ )90u jxiay 

have made per , will prove truly 

acceptable/' 

May "Jth and 27^A.— .!/^The,.prpyisv>ns 

shipped in the , are, indeed, a most 

se»«WflWe supply, for the .fi«^roe^\44;e a 
g«od dfe^lpiDjcbfid fttt^fp»ft(4ies j and I ihtwtd 
have been under the necessity of purojbasiing 
th^g[]ra4;,fuU four times tls^amo^yitt^^yifirie 
invoiced at/' ^^ As fooTi the negJC<>'e!H^. ih^y 
will have great reason to thim^ ^ yo^ jft^ 

your provident care of tlaem/' ^ ^ 

' ' -. • • ' -  • , . • * 

Ay^gust 24tL — ^' WJiilst I have been in 

town, there have beqn s^ypral aneetings of 

tlie.L^gislaturej.^id>in^ifhela$t w^s frjim- 

ed ,^. memorial to the, Eri^cQ R^ent, pi^ay- 

W *t^?^^? TPl^!^ .*<Sfir,4 >^^^ ift,. trade 

q^ggftn^ed ta % i^^^.9f B '^he 

^^(^jdcjfr lias, provais^ to support it with 
aJl his influence ; so that we cherish the 
ho^ of $e(4ng the islandri^stored to its f^nn^ 
flQurisljiog stated -an^ the land^ properties* 



17 

giving to their owners some return for the 
labour and experises incurred from want of 
commteite, and other calamitous events, 
which have brought them to the brink of 
rain.'' 

September 29th. — *^ The Roseau prices 
are exorbitant beyond measure.*' 



t » 



Oetober^^d. — " It pleased Almighty 
God to visit this iUr fated colony with a se- 
Tere gale of wind, which continued to blow 
with unabated violence, through the whcde 
of Tuesday, the 2l8t oTthis month; very 
little rain accompanied it, therefore our 
rivers have done no injury ; but the canes, 
particularly the forward ones, are com- 
pletely laid flat, and in many instances 
twisted, and broked to pieces in the same 
manner as last year, and the provisions in 
an almost equal degree; scarcely a plan- 
tain tree standing, the cassava torn up, and 
the roots thrown out -of the ground, which 
is the more distressiti^ as tiiey were on the 
point of maturity. On this estate I had so 
arranged things, as to make your supply of 
meal by — -, serve the negroes till they 

had ample supplies of their own ; - and, just 

c 
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as it was ia prospect of realization^ it 
thns blasted Mid d^troyed; wluch I. am 
fearful the people will takg to h^^^ and 
be discouraged from makii^ ^Eurther i^flforts 
to industry. I shall^ however, endei^yoi&r 
all in my power to console them und^r 
th^r sufi^rings. On the proprietors this 
will bear har4; fer^ with a dimisoshed 
crop; they will have to encounter the in- 
creased expense of supp/t^ing the negroes 
at least six months longer.'' 



Ni^vemher VSdh. — " Tte weather 
%eai favourable since the gale, aind many 
of omr canes have got up, and look well ; 
but we were so nmch deceived by the same 
ttppearance last year, that I am scnf^rulbus 
of placing any reliance on it ^ still it gives 
me pleasure to slate, diat the provisions 
whic^ weathercSd the gale, aa^ <;b»ie rauiid 
amazingly. Another cheering circiunstance 
k, that our Gofcasioriwi^ropeii^ iktt ports 
Ibr six moK^s, for l^^missiMi of the lie*- 
:cessmies we stand in ^efd^fram Amenta, 
IB tiieir own bottoms.*" 

Nwewber 26th. — ^ ^ The Americans, even 
now our ports are cxpen to them, do B6t car^^ 
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Tj: <m traile vfithc cardudity, dnlj one lum*' 
ber load having yet come to entry'; they 
seem to t^e advantage of our situation: 
€ot a cargo that would have just' suited on^* 
market, consisting of horses, cattle, flour, 
rice, com, &c. they asked 300 dollars 
(or 150/. currency), for the former, and for 
air other airticles in the same proportion ; 
of course none would buy. Yet, I think, 
we might briog them into humour, if our 
petition to the Prince Regent for a free 
tra^e, i^ attended to; and mdeed without 
it, we are a ruined country. To strengthen 
our claim, a statement from the Legisla- 
ture of our sufferings and distress, bccdr 
sioned by the disastrous gale of the 21st, 
was forwarded to Lord Bathurst.'' 

Th^ preceding bctfaots from the letters 
of mfy intelligent <9(Vrrespondent, need, I pre- 
suin^, no ap(^ogJ^«^ 'Hiey furnish a cleac 
ami comprehensivt^ idetail of faots^, relating 
to thf^ sUbsisteiic$&>rf tlie island; and exhibit 
a livdiy picture of >fl(e calamities with which, 
in quick succession, it has had to contend; 
The letters to, which I refer were never 
. meant for the perusal of any one but myself^ 
The writer of them was my attorney and 

c 5 
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manager, and in every respect merited and 
possessed my confidence, as well as the love 
and esteem of every respectable member of 
the community. What he saw and felt, he 
describes ; there was no reason, no necessity 
for exaggeration.^ His mind was firm and his 
spirits buoyant; and, under circumstances 
of fhe greatest difficulty and dismay, he 
never sunk under them, but was cheered 
and supported with the hope of better things, 
to the last day of his life. It has pleased 
God to deprive me of his assistance, at a 
season when it appieared to me most neces- 
sary. But when is. not such a man wanted, 
especially ih situations of great responsi- 
bility.'^ . Nothing could exceed his humanity 
and kindness to the negroes: no complaint 
made to him by any one of them, however 
apparently insignificant the matter, was 
ever unattended to^ or unredressed : he was 
their friend and benefactor. When he 
undertook the charge of my estate, the ne- 
groes were simk in vice, and addicted to the 
grossest superstitions. Their advancement 
in moral and religious knowledge and prac- 
tice is owing to his endeavours, strength- 
ened by my suggestions and recommenda- 
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to thfeir nappy, decent, and respectable ap- 
pearance ; and tKe latter, to their improved 
knowledge of the great Christian truths ; 
ascei*tained by conversing: with them pref- 
viously to baptisms, which have been neld 
upon me estate, anq, from its example and 
reeoittmendation^ l^pon several others in the 
same neighbourhood. 

T i t " . i v> - » 

I Itavei aa fcoshbii- to ccmclude, thaft I^liave 
suffeii!^ moDe ih^a^ others from hutrioane, 
or:4^a8ter8 of stny^^kind; on the contraiTy, 
m^if^lDitd hB,^ ffsrm^ ^u^ instance of greater 
dapt^ga ipustainad \by a 3nialler property, 
for-which he was also <^ncerned. " With 
th^ mo§^ fp/vourfibleiffeatherv'^ sayd lie^)^^ ^» 
cane^wiUBcatcelytyield M muck sugaDas 
will p^ the expmti^Qf placing the builds 
ings.^^ thietir fo^^>s4iatte»'^ If so, wii^ame 
was the ,€hai:g^>€rf ^ pui?cliiising exiita foatsbfi^ 
the xMpgrofits to b^ d^ray^ed? The iwrniis 
not ^[\ifficient for^the ordinary daUaim ^ 
is obvious, therefore, that if thai prc^ 
prietoi: had not been possessed o0 btfaer 
funds^ that estate must have been ruined 
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^^ ^. one. lidoubt 

not similar cases have occurred in other 
parts; but my friend mentioned this only> 
as within the reach of his observation, and 
as affecting a near and dear relative of my 
own. 

• » 

Admitting that estates in general sus- 
tained damage proportioned to their size, 
(wliich is a conce^^ion on my part, when it 
is considered that the buildings on larger 
; pi?i>|)eiities are uepally kept in much .the 
begt order and repair, and therefore>are the 
least likely to suffer injury,) it is of ^iwport- 
^nce to .pbserve, that, none but the chief 
could bear the expense of adequately (sup- 
plying tl|e want$ pf the negroes; ^and that 
in prpportion to the failure of doing so, have 
distress and misery accuQiulat^. 

If, my dear, Sir, you have any doubt 
upon your mind, whether a just or exagger- 
ated representation of facts has been here 
^iven, I hope you will not rest contented 
with this evidence, but that you will apply 
for information to the most respectable au- 
thorities: from th^se, I doubt not, you will 
Jearn, that upon the best estates, the pro- 
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'prietors of which have immediately repaired 
the damage done to the l>uildings, arid haVe 
"made the necessary purchases for the ne- 
groes, a most heavy expense has been in- 
cmred. Nevertheless, this first expense is 
obviously the best economy in the end. A 
few individuals have the happiness of re- 
flecting, that not only has the heaWi of 
their negroes been preserved during sudh 
heavy afflictions, but that their attachtneiit 
to their masters has thereby been greatly 
augmented. These observant people knoW 
at what cost and trouble the common 
necessaries of life have been procured fbr 
them; how freely not only these, but the 
comforts of better ^ime«, have been con- 
tinued to them ; and they appreciate; such 
benevolent acts accordingly, and repay them 
with their gratitude and affection. 

But mark the disparity of effect produced 
by similar causes upon estates whose funds 
were inadequate to repatir, or rebuild, ^sub- 
stantially; or to purchaiS'e provisfions foi- the 
negroes of a wholesome quality arid iri^ suf- 
ficient quantity : Sticceedirig hurricattes^have 
probably rendered the dariiage, which be- 
fore was small, irreparable; arid the ne* 
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groesjrfll Jttqw^d. and iJJ/efl^^,ha.Ye,t^Rft ,to 
%i^.e .of 'mvroffii^ food*, a^f .h^y,^j|5aJU5n 
"?tQ..d^jpmtp, cq^rsea. , M^pjr ^^^ J^e- 
cpmt}, weak and iqeificient; ^^nftsmv, have 
conlr^tf^d diseases; majn^Y have died... The " 
greajtei^yart have stolen at.honie,iC there 
wm l^ffiy ^IWRg th^e .|f^,sJeaU .and. a^n^ad, 
j^ iitltf r^;^-as not. Puni^ments^ j^X^ ^^' 
lawe4; afl^ jat leji^gth .ejHijpiete ^j^ijfaipn 
fi^f^tjhei^ fpasters, and th^ir home|,,^^nd a 
t<j!^^i. depr^vati^oi qf 9,h^^cter. ^^.,9^ 
*%P?jfi^ are in^thejr p^tme ip;f!|(vi^d]|tble. 

^^.jifhon^ shall we \^e fw ^ tj^,]^ ca- . 
$^M»e.flf hnman mi^i^r? . . ^ ,^/j,, 

I earnestly call upon you, my deai*' Sir, 
aR^.l-J^eaxtily.wish I 9puld hoj^^to^i^^vaa 
V.Vit i,<#^, .statesmeg^^tQ refleci on these 
<lmm: :,Are ^ey .^otj^^fj as much jmgj>rt- 
?ftfl? ;|p the interests J)f.,i^V'''^J'ip<^f,.a|.j5hips 

^iH«l»Mojwy.r ^ §mpl ,,4^d jf\deed, 

^ew,oi^^^pjfloial n^ey. ., . j . .,, 
Whether it be already too late to render 
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effectual assistance to some of the estateis^ 
which have been the most distressed, from 
the inability of the masters to purchase food 
for their negroes at the exorbitant prices 
demanded for it, I do not possess positive 
information to determine. I apprehend, 
however, such to be the fact. Sure I am, 
that many are hardly recoverable ; and that 
all must decline, and sink into ruin, unless 
it should please God, in great mercy " to 
comfort us again, after the time he has 
plagued us, and for the years wherein we 
have suffered adversity / to restrain the fury 
of the winds, to give us iruitfiil seasons, 
and to dispose the Legislature to extend 
adequate relief to our necessities. 

It has been shewn, my dear Sir, that our 
ealamities began soon after the last war 
with America; that they have gradually 
increased ; that the principal causes of them 
have been hurricanes, which destroyed cat- 
tle, (in some instances, negroes, though not 
upon that part of the island from whence 
my friend wrote,) buildings, aioid the fruits 
of the earth when in a state of fyrwardness* 
War, which deprived the island <tf its usual 
advantageous exchanges with America^ of 
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rum for corn, salt provisions, lumber, 
at a time when a ten-foM increase of ne>- 
cessaries, grain, and lumber especially^ 
were called for to support life and repair 
damages. And, when the war ceased, tlie 
prohibition, on the part of the Legislatiure 
of the Mother Country, of the former inter- 
course through American vessels, which 
the war had for a time stopped — a. prohibi^- 
tion so strictly guarded and enjoined, that 
no relaxation could be made by the^ Giyvery 
nor, except in cases of extrentie nfecessi?ty, 
which necessity was to be judged of, not by 
the dearness, but the actual want, of pro^ 
visions; that is, if they could be gt>t byany 
other means, at whatever pricey i^ ports 
were not to be opened to American viessels. 
This jealous feeling towardi^ the Americans 
naturally generated eoi¥espondi*ig ones; 
accordingly we find, that they are indis- 
posed to traffic with lis, wh^i they can ob- 
tain a market elsewhere; this may be attri- 
Tiuted in part to the above jealous feeling, 
and in part to the poverty of the buyers, 
whose means diminish as their wants in- 
crease. The American, therefore, natiu^ally 
seeks in more prosperous countries, where 
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national jealousfes and irritations do not 
exist, ^ a better market; and only, when they 
fail,, turns his thoughts reluctantly to the 
dnoiate island of Dominica. Its miseries, 
tfaereftHPe, are great; not only because it 
has pleased God to lay waste its food and 
Iiabil4itki|is, but because the British Govern-^ 
matt has not shewn that sympathy which 
jiis distresses merited; because it has only 
ticoaslmally relaji:ed, but has not altogether 
maevEd, restrictions, which, at any time, 
mwild. strike at the prosperity of the colony^ 
kiKA'Which^ in its present state of destitu^ 
ticm, are wholly insupportable. We find, 
that representations to this effect were made 
by t^ Legislature of Dominica to the 
Prince Regent, and that the Governor pro- 
mid^ > to suppoi?t them. What receptioti 
thiey met with, I kpow not. Another hur- 
ricane devastated the island, and the Gd- 
venaor has opened the ports for six months. 
He has ventured to the utmost length of his 
authority^ which sufficiently proves his 
sense of the wretched condition of the co- 
lony; and its inhabitants have yeftson to 
tliank him sincerely for his humanity. But 
have they equal cause to be grateful to the 



V 



28 

Ggvernipiep^ , at !b^ Is ^fjmaAta/oi 
dealing <^^ to its aiP9^ted icpniijk^jfsgiio a 
scanty measure of reli^, w;ortlij,^.Agseat 
nation? is it nothing,, that our j^^jQ^rings 
have heen aggravated by the policy (Of^likie 
Government; that, hut for its (firpbihitory 
sys^^s^ abundant re^ferves of fomrtMid 
rumper^ and of eveiy other; n^cessa^ ai:^:He, 
might^»ve been proy^f^, ,^t ftimUfio^ble 
90st^ against the Ixqui:, of itistr^s^-?! ij4 it 
for^tten^ that after ^^^r^&l.)}|teri|(lme 
hasraged, the price of every tbiggfi^lOi 
whatever quarter it comes, is more than 
dfMpd upon the ^vrreltthted s<^flib«ii5;'^o 
llii|«t iwihalk td pay.theiffi^ce^ asked/ ifthey 
^^{fc^ktrty; andmintt pieiish^<ifth^Qlitve 
Qfl$/it Andthat'eveniiichtn^vidaals^c^hot 
b^^^(.^, under, isuf b i<M|p«atdl t^di^^tis? 
TbMjtilMiDtecessaiy^suf>pHes are itoVttMays 
tp^ l^Qf iSbtitiiied^ whett4tt(8^tiir6 mdsi wtiiited? 

^To yqur judgmej^t, Si]|f,,^d.t<3f jijaskt of a]l 

*er^ who wpuid, h^^^^ 

^^^il or fP^ose^who^ .instead #^R^ 

ing^that piaster o^t.i^ his ^c<4|tj«i|j{agr 
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l^rairftt^^tbeih, hy eufaancing the price of the 
ne€)@»^^f6i^<rf^ life/ and by disqualifyiBg hun 
fp&i^ As^ng proviston against the periodi- 
cals-devastations to which his lands are 
sna%j^ P When a Government cuts off 
fnMi k colony its accustomed channels and 
meani^ ^f subsistence, without proVidfng 
otifiStS as certain, as adequate, and as 
jntieh J«4thin the compass of its ahflityj; as 
it l^fof e^^Brtoyed,-' is not ihat Governftient 
jUfelly^eter^abfe ^wfth whatever miserjPfe- 
ftttll^fram its ow^act? - j 



^^'he^gc^l^AtiofthMitir its object to43^kffi^ 
fl^ [ tq ' Gf$^ Bi?i4il|iD the advante^ «P^a 
cQspfiv^^;^ bc^e] ^oyed by the Uniteii 

Ik 

Stf^ti^ x4 An^iwft- ^ >I^ am 1^0* <>i^ <^ thd^e 
wha.^4i^t Ito tbi^ipolidyiof suck a meastfif^; 
I i^tsgni,^^ yi^e^odx^^iof great tMim^Ui^ 
ywtm}^ i ^^t xf^ijtiniog miftch dcdkaji^y And 
caution in the way of execution. It shw^ld 
Wflfc'lvoi'k df'indcn time, not of a mo- 
ment ;*'^feiresuW*dfWtiy acts, not of one. 
It if^oiild begin T^th offers of encourage- 
H^tte, i^hotdd be" tlburished by bolmties to 
Brijt^^didventur^i^, and nursed witl^ great 
teiid^rd^ss; AfteV a certain time, periiaps, 
small Inkties miglfr'beitnpbsed on Amencan 
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importations ; and tlius, by advancing step 
hy step, this great political object might be^ 
wrived at^ without sacrificing the interests 
^ any portion of the empire. 

How different is the case now ! The 
prohibition is nothing else than an excessive 
tax upon the necessaries of life throughout 
the West-India islands : is this just ? Islands^ 
liable to hfiive th^ produce of their lands 
swept in a moment from off the face of the 
earth ! Is this act humane ? We see 
Dominica exposed to starvation and ruin. 
Her ports are opened for three, perhaps six, 
months^ after the mischief is done, the de- 
solation accomplished ! Is not this the very 
reverse of an enlightened policy, which 
.would have encouraged and provoked tl^ 
inhabitants to anticipate the fxiture, by lay- 
ing 1^ in store against its wants and its ac- 
cidfents? . * , 

Would the Government but ^ve these 
subjects due coniSideratioh, it appears to ide 
we should soon obtain the object of our 
•wishes ; a more lenient system, analogous 
to the one just recommended, would be 
9(^jt<|(l tpwards the West-India, islands ; 

A. ^ ' 
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and in ][^articukr the island cyf Dominica 
would ekp^rienee a treatment coiWs|KWidi- 
ing to her wants and misfortunes* May 
this soon be the case ! May the poor slave 
largely share in the prosperity of his mas- 
tei-y as he has largely partaken of his past 
distresses ! 

But although I contend that the' effects 
of the Pi^ohibition Act have bteti^ highly 
injurious to all estates^ particularly the 
smstller ones, and to the comfortable sub* 
^tstence, and, in many instances^ to the 
moral habits, of the negroes, whose wants 
have led to the commission of crimes^ 
and whose crimes to the infliction of punish* 
mentj I would not have it for a moment 
thought, that I mean thereby to charge the 
Government at home with any intention 
of producing any one of the evils alluded 
to; nor that I wish to invent an oxcusis, 
or administer a palliative, for any cruelties 
which may have occurred there; nor justify 
the existing laws, where they are unreason^ 
able, arbitrary, or severe* 

The great characteristic law of the West 
Indies, that which makes a man a slave, is 
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alone si^f^ie^ntly hard ai^ grievous in my 
mind. All others which are enacted^ should 
have a tcoidenjcy to soften its asperities and 
abate its rigours, as far as is consistent with 
the pe^ce and security of society. But 
from a repent discussion in the House of 
Commons, it should seem, that the laws of 
Dominica are of a very opposite character, 
and invest masters with too uncontrouled 
an autlMrity over their slaves. If such be 
indeed the fact, sure I am, that no good man 
ca% upon mature reflection, wish for such 
a power. Those alone can desire it who are 
the most unfit to exercise it, and who would 
assuredly misuse it. It is therefore much 
to be wished that the Legislature should 
purge the land of such laws, and destroy 
ev6ry relic of cruelty and oppression : every 
day's postponement of so righteous a work 
is to superadd a day's disgrace to the island. 
It has been also said in the House of Com- 
mons, that the juries are corrupt and partial. 
Of this^ the accusers must bring proof. I 
possess no information on this point. If 
juries will not do their duty, justice must be 
done in some way ; but let it be justice. Let 
not the white inhabitant be handed over to 
the authority of a Governor, an Attorney- 
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Oeneraly of any individual. Such a Qixe 
may tyrannize over masters as much as mas-. 
ters (Hrer slaves. It appears to me^ that if 
extraordinary means for the; suppression of 
cruelty, mmst be resorted to, a Commission, 
r^BOvable if found to exceed or faU short of 
its duty, might be appointed for ihe pui'poste, 
by the whole Legislature. But care should 
he tek«i that in redressing the wrongs, of 
slaves, the propw authority of <fee maister^ 
and of those acting under him, be upheM^ 
and that protection be afforded against M^- 
Tolous and vexatious coniplatnts and ap^ 
peals^ Such a commission, properly consti^ 
tuted, would, I imagine, afibrd the best safe- 
guard lor the faiths execution of the office, 
and better accord with the opinions of the 
white inhabitants, i^ferhaps some may be 
inclined to midervatee the latter considera- 
tion; hut it will not be amiss to ask such 
persons, wliether it be not worth while to 
conciliate those, whose authority, as long 
as slavery exists, must be sufficiently great 
to shed a baneful or a benign influence on 
the happiness of slaves? 

Much has been said againjst a tax of 
this colony, (common, I Believe, to, many 

E 
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o^rs,) which cc!quire:}> upon the emanci- 
pation <^ a d(aye, the payni^nt of a certain 
fine^ wliieh is intended as some sort of se* 
curity against ^ti»eir becoming burthensome 
to the pubKc in old age, or when they are 
odberwide disabled ; but by no means to ope- 
rate as a discouragement to manumissions. 

A free person of colour also is obliged, 
I understand, to; pay a . certain sum upon 
coming into the colony, by way of security 
f<Mr good behaviour; and to prevent the in- 
t)*oduction of^ vagabonds and rogues. I 
mention these acts merely to express my 
hope, that all others may shortly be made 
as little objectionable as they really are. 
We shall then hear qf the cruel treat- 
jiiient of slaves no. more; or, if we do, I 
trust tlpiat it, will soQn meet with the exem- 
plary puaishnjieot it deserves. 

« 

It remains for me, my dear Sir, to call 
your attention to a subject of infinite im- 
portance : I allude to the depressed state 
of religion in this colony; and to which, I 
suspect, much of its present misery is to be 
attributed. We know that God does not 
.afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
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men ; but that he afflicts nationp^ and people 
for the multittide of then* tiansgressions. 
Is it not teasonabk to suppose that God has 
a controversy with this people, when I tell 
you that the only protestant place of public 
i%r6rship in the island has been suiBS^re^ to 
go to decay; and that not one stone, as I iipi* 
derstand, is now remaining upon another? 
With it pari passu (is it too much to say, 
hecause of it, as indicative of the d^rease 
of religious feeling among the inhabitants?) 
has decayed whatever of prosperity or hap- 
piness the colony before enjoyed. ^* Him 
that honoureth me,'* Says God, *^ I will 
honour." — " I have loved,*' says David, 
*^ the habitation of thy house, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth.'' Sutcly, 
then, the Legislature of Dominica might 
have levied a small annual tax, for keeping 
in repair the edifice " in which God's ho- 
nour dwelleth." The omission reflects the 
gieatest disgrace on them, and on the peo- 
ple who have never petitioned, as far as I 
can learn, either for repairing the oldy or 
constructing a new church. Thiat there 
never was more than one, will perhaps 
admit of some excuse. There is only one 
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towUy and the roads in general are so bad^ 
that there would be great diflicukj in 
assembling a larger congregation than one 
or two contiguous estates would supply. 
The rivers too, become suddenly impass* 
able, from the torrents which fall from the 
mountains. 

At Roseau there is a resident clergyman, 
who would doubtless rejoice to see the 
church rebuilt, and to resume his profes- 
sional duties. And with a view to the 
better observance. of the Sabbath, and the 
increase of religion in those parts of the 
island which are beyond the limits of the 
rei^ident minister's ability to attendt; it ap- 
pears to me, that cerf^jifji missionaries of 
good report, and edu^at^^d iw the principles 
of the church of Engl3n,d, might be sent 
from home, for the pur|i><^$e of yisiting, at 
least, two estates on ^yery Sunday; and 
there reading the prayers, according to our 
liturgy, to the assembled people, and after- 
wards delivering a suitable exhortation, 
in some capacious room, either now stand- 
ing, or which, I iloubt not, the proprietors 
of large estates would build for such excel- 
ent uses; and to which the people on the 
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smaller ones miglit be invited to repair. 
Wheh the missionary was ^.ttenditig his 
duty elsewhere, the manager, or some other 
competent person on each estate, might iread 
the prayers, and a written exhortation, 
adapted to the capacities and wants of his 
congregation. And, in the week, the mis- 
sionaries might make themselves highly 
useful in teaching and catechising the 
negroes. 

These, or some such measures, dt€ in 
dispensably necessary.; and, for the reasons 
before given, would be attended with better 
practical results thap the building of iftore 
churches in an island so situated. The 
negroes are neither slow to hear, nor dull 
to comprehend, the doctrines of scripture. 
Their moral improvement has hitherto been 
answerable to the degrees of knowledge 
they have acquired. And I doubt not they 
will, step by step, attain to a right know- 
ledge and steady practice of religious duty. 
The laws amended — the church rebuilt — 
the ministers preaching the word — the 
people attentive and obedient to it — the 
further mercies of God might be fully re- 
lied on. *^ The lions do lack and suffer 
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hunger^ but they who seek the Lordvishall 
want no manrier of thing that is good/^ 

It now remains for you, my dear Sir, to 
decide, whether the facts I have stated, and 
the observations I have made, are deserving 
of your attention and support. 

Permit me, Sir, to assure you, that it 
will make me hap^y to be called upon to 
contribute my part to the execution of such 
plans as are realjy conducive to the welfare 
of Dominica. After the most anxioii^ con- 
sideration of the relations which si^eist be- 
tween master and slave, I cannot but come 
to the conclusion, that he is the pply true 
friend of both, who enforces upon them the 
necessity of reciprocal benevohnce ; who, 
by persuading the former to treat the latter 
with tenderness, and to administer liberally 
and freely to all his wants, both of soul and 
body; supplies, at the same time, the most 
powerful motives for the obedience of the 
slave — ^gratitude, love, and confidence. I 
am, therefore, disposed to adopt, to act 
upon, and to recommend, in their fullest 
sense, the ideasuof Cowper : — 
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Trouble is grudgingly and hardly IsrookM, 
WKle life's soblimesfc joys are oveyloc^e'd j n ^ r 

W^ wander o'er a sun-burnt thirsty soil, 
MurmVing and weary of our daily toil, 
Forget t' enjoy the paltn-tree's offer'd shade, 
Or taste the fountain in the neighboring glade : 
Else w%o would lose, that had the powV t' impror^^ 
Th' oecaaion of transmuting fear to love ? 
Oh, ^tis a godlike privilege to save ! 
And he that scorns k; is himself a slave. ' ' ^ 

Inform his mind— one flash of heavenly day 
' Would heal his he&rt, and melt his chains awa^ I / ( 
*^ Beauty for ashes,'' is a gift intjieed I 
And Slaves, -by Truth enlarg d, are doubly freed. 
Then would he say, submissive at thy feet. 
While gratitude and love made, service sweet, 
My dear DeMv'rer^ut of ho^lew night, 
Who^ bounty bou^^ me but to give me light, 
I was a bondman oii my native plain. 
Sin forg'd and Ignorance made fast the chain ; 
Thy lips have shed instniction as the dew, 
Taught me what patb to s^un, and what pursue. 
Farewell^ my fof i?^^r joys ! I sigh no more 
For Africa's once lov'd, benighted shore ; 
Serving a benefactor I am free. 
At my best home^ ' if not exit'd from thee. 

I have the honour to he, 
My dear Sir, 



Your^s, truly, 
LANGFORD LOVELL. 
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